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self on a new report of the same minister, and adopting
its conclusions, De Presigny says, especially, " In presence
of these conclusions, Monsieur Le Prefet, I believe it right
to ask you to take the necessary measures, so that white
zinc may be used, generally, in paintwork to be executed
in departmental buildings.
" An exclusive and absolute prescription 'would risk creat-
ing too sudden a disturbance in the important manufacture
of 'white lead) but it is essential, at least, that comparative
trials of both paints be made on a large scale, in such a
way that preference be irrevocably given to that one of
the two in which experiment shows superiority from the
double point of view, sanitary and economic."
That is not all the circular, but it is the essential part,
the only executive one treating- the question legislatively.
All the part put in italics by the Author should still be
meditated on, for it is a real administrative pearl, a true
model of ministerial judgment.
After what has been already seen in this history, of
efforts made for seventy years, by grand men of science,
by great philanthropists, and by public authorities, in
favour of white zinc, it might be believed that white lead
was finally dethroned from its supremacy in paint-
work. However, it was nothing of the kind. Public
authorities brought the best of will to bear, but whatever
their intentions, they did not agree to go so far as to
suppress white lead by legislative enactment. They re-
coiled before the consequences. They were restrained by
certain considerations, contained in the reports them-
selves, from which they justified their decrees against
the pernicious white. It must be well recognised, in